ANNOTATING POETRY


the dark smells (synaesthesia) 

= claustrophobic atmosphere
Personification of dark, dark is greedy = fear and vulnerability of child


The musty dark hoarded an armoury
farm tools as weapons =

Of farmyard implements …  
threat & fear
         Assonance = ominous
(from “The Barn” by Seamus Heaney)
Annotations will become the points you make in essays:










ANNOTATING POETRY

Annotating the poems in your exam anthology will help you to uncover themes and ideas and recognise the ways in which the poets have used language and other poetic devices to achieve their effects. If all your poems are well annotated you will find writing essays and revising the poems much easier.  Read the points below to help you annotate successfully:

1. Before you start detailed annotation make sure you have a good understanding of the poem’s themes and the poet’s viewpoint. Note these briefly near the poem’s title.

2. Look to see if the poem has a pattern in terms of the stanzas and their ideas. Is it a poem in two halves with a turning point or could it be considered in several sections as ideas progress? Draw a line, or lines, between stanzas where a shift in topic takes place and try to give each section a topic label.
3. Don’t just label features of the poem (such as alliteration) also note the effect of features (emotions, themes, atmosphere etc. and your personal response).

4. Use coloured pencils to identify patterns, e.g. all words related to nature could be shaded in green, all words to do with imprisonment could be boxed in black, repeated sounds could be shaded or underlined in red etc. Include a key to explain your colour codes. 
5. Mark patterns of rhyme on the poem. 

6. Mark repeated words, phrases, lines or stanzas.
7. Keep a checklist of features in mind and make sure you have examined: structure, diction, imagery, grammar and sounds.

8. If there are any words you don’t understand look them up in a dictionary and write a simple explanation alongside them in the poem.

9. Don’t forget the significance of the title – annotate the title.
10.  Identify what for you is the most powerful or significant image, line or phrase in the poem and circle it or rewrite it at the bottom of the page. It is useful to identify the words which most successfully communicate emotions, ideas and viewpoint to you.

(The verb “hoarded” personifies the “dark” and makes it seem greedy and possessive, suggesting a child’s fear of being consumed or held hostage by the dark. The child’s feeling of powerlessness compared to the power of the barn is conveyed.





(The metaphor describing the collection of farm tools as an “armoury” of weapons contributes to an atmosphere of attack and defence and conveys the child’s paranoia – threat is felt all around. 





The musty dark hoarded an armoury


Of farmyard implements





Assonance, the repetition of long ‘a’ sounds in, dark”, armoury” and “farmyard”, intensifies the power of the “dark” and conveys an ominous, threatening atmosphere.





(The poet describes the “dark” with the adjective “musty”. The distinctive stale smell helps us to imagine the stifling atmosphere of the barn; we are transported to the barn and can almost smell and taste the dark claustrophobic air.





A checklist of features and useful essay framework








